AFFIDAVIT OF EDWARD PASELA

STATE OF OHIO
COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA

I, Edward Pasela, depose and state under oath as follows:
1. 1 was the Father of Dawn Pasela, who died on April 25, 2012.

2. For the last three years of her life, Dawn worked for the Cuyahoga County Mortgage
Fraud Task Force, first as a contract employee and then as a county employee.
Dawn was recruited to work at the task force by Arvin Clar. Then Assistant
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Daniel Kasaris was Dawn’s boss. While at the task
force, she worked with FBI agents. In fact, she was told if she finished two more
subjects, and with her background and experience, she could work for the FBI.

3. Dawn served in the capacity of office manager. One of her duties was to maintain
the task force’s files. After Dawn worked there for a while, she said she was
concerned that things were being taken from the files and not returned. She also
said some individuals had signed her name when they took the files, and she feared
they were hiding them from attorneys representing the people the task force was
investigating. She particularly expressed concern about the way the case against
Anthony Viola and Susan Alt were being handled. Dawn showed me photos she
had taken of files haphazardly stacked in the hallway, which made them easily
accessible to almost anyone.

4. Dawn also mentioned that some computers in the office had disappeared, and she
couldn’t find out why or where they went.

5. Although Dawn was not trained as an investigator, she was asked to go to a
fundraising event for Anthony Viola after he had been indicted and to secretly
record what was said. Kasaris gave Dawn money and told her to write a check for
Viola’s defense fund so the prosecutors could determine at which bank the fund was
being maintained. Dawn wondered about the propriety of these tactics.

6. Dawn continued to attend events sponsored by Viola’s supporters and eventually
began to sympathize with him because she felt that prosecutors were withholding
documents that could help in his defense.



7.

As her disenchantment over what was going on at the task force grew, Dawn began
drinking excessively. This finally led to her termination. The task force later asked
her to come in to discuss reinstatement, but she declined.

During Viola’s second trial, Dan Kasaris showed up at our house, with another
individual, wanting to come in and search for computers and hard drives. He was
very insistent that I let him into my house. I refused, and told him we had no
computers from his office and that he was welcome to return with a search warrant.

After the task force learned that Dawn had been subpoenaed to testify on Viola’s
behalf, two investigators came to her apartment to pressure her to reveal what Viola
wanted her to testify about. She told me that the two men said that it would be wise
for her to leave Ohio for a while and that if she testified for Viola, she could end up
in federal prison. As a result, Dawn did not testify.

10. Dawn was so frightened that the investigators might return that she moved into our

1.

house for 10 or more days and stopped drinking. She also parked her car in our
garage so no one would see it. Dawn eventually began to feel stronger physically
and emotionally and moved back to her apartment.

When we visited Dawn the day before she died, I could tell that she started drinking
again, and we urged her to stop.

12.1 was concerned about Dawn and could not reach her on the phone, so I went to her

13.

apartment to check on her. When she did not answer the door, I requested a welfare
check. During previous welfare checks, one or two officers showed up within 20 —
30 minutes. In this case, six police officers immediately arrived on the scene. They
refused to let me into my daughter’s apartment, physically held back in the hallway,
refusing to allow me access to the apartment. [ was never allowed into the apartment
to view Dawn’s body.

After I left Dawn’s apartment to tell my wife Karen what happened, my daughter
Christine arrived at Dawn’s apartment. Police officers told her that she was not
allowed to see Dawn’s body. No one in my family ever saw Dawn’s body and no
one in my family was ever asked to identify Dawn’s body.

14.In my personal opinion, Kasaris contributed towards my daughter’s death because

The way he treated her was wrong

The unprofessional tactics that were used in the office made my daughter extremely
upset and she did not know how to handle what was going on with the files and
computers.



e Dawn was also threatened with prosecution for violating a confidentiality
agreement, but we have proof that she never signed any such agreement.

15.1 believe that there should be a full investigation into the actions of Kasaris as well
a new investigation into my daughter’s death.

Further I sayeth naught.

Edward Pasela

Sworn and subscribed in my presence this 2 § day of May, 2022.
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NOTARY PUBLIC

ANDREW SCHMIDT

* 1 Notary Public, State of Ohio

My Commission Expires
January 2, 2024
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