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Federal Prosecutors hid Proof of Tomny's Innocence

Prosecutors Mark Bennett and Dan Kasaris possessed proof of Tony's
innocence before the first trial, but lied in writing about the existence
of this information. DProsecutors claimed that Tony tricked banks into
making 'no money down' mortgage loans that didn't meet the bank's
lending guidelines. But the lender executive who testified at both
trials told the government bank employees were allowed to waive conditions
and approve the very loans Tony supposedly tricked them into making.

The attached documents confirm the government's c¢ase was based
on an erroneous theory. BSo far, the federal courts have allowed this
type of evidence suppression to take place. Please post your comments

on our blog and let us know what you think!
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i have choe tha gyntay e it h { :
P have chocked the system and 30 nod have 5327 for M Naweombs, { have mqs_.-rrj With the agenss and pdher - ;
AUSAT o the case (o s8¢ .lfmh WES SrEEled and i e_» eais provide, | will not be in the office next wesk. Dot thoy
can respond directly to Mr. Kasagis, )

Mark S Benpet!

Assistanl Uniied Siates At{o-—rm
BO1 W. Buperior Ave., Suite 405
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216.622.3878 {direct)
216.522.2403 {fax)

oy

mark. benueilidusdod. gov

Frowm: {onyvioparmecieom [inaiiiotonyiona e o mi
Senf: Sunday, April 08, 2012 6:20 PM

To: Bennett, Mark (USAOHN)

Bubject: Re: Mewcomb 3072 request from Tony Vioia

Mr. Kasaris says he does not have Wr feweomb's 302, If possible, kindly reforward that, thank you,
Tony
-—-Oiginal Message-—.-

From: Bennett, Mark (USAOHM] {USADHM) <Mazl Beanertifduzdol.sove
To: topyiopazimsol.com’ <tonyigpanigian com, 'Gkasers(@ouyahosaconan s < Fis@cuyahoimenoniy. uss

Sent: Sun, Apr 8, 2017 H131 am
Bubject: Ro: Mewcomb 302 requast rom Tony Vil

Mr. Viola,
| have provided those to Mr. Kaszariz, | sm sure he will provids pursuant to local rule and the Court's trial order.

Mark Beanen

From: fonyiopazi@acl.com imatltotonyiopzzimact.com]
Seni: Samrday, April 87, 2012 03:47 PM

To; Bennett, Mark (USAOHN), diasarisfPeuvahogacouniv,us <dkasaris@euvshasacounty ys>
Subject; Mewcomb 502 request froim Tony Viola

Mr Bennett - | am respactfully raquesting that voe = mail me a copy of the Argent wiltiess, Mr. Stev=- Mewgomb, his 302
staternent summary. He tastified on dirgot exam on Frigay and will rasume th s coming week. Thank you,

Taony Vigla

[R]

mtip//men acloom/ 3803 2- 1 {/ani-den-us/mall PrintMessage. s5px 2
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Page 1 of 2
=2nd thig was my response {0 mark H\
P Ao Nl hsve shy newcomo 302 & ;
dan

Danigl Kasans
Assislant County Prasecutor
Cuyshogz County, Chic
1200 Ontario 57. &th Foor
216-443-7863

. 21eE9B-2270 (fax)

Atached Mes=age

From Damel Kasahs “dkasaris@ouyahogannuniy uss
Tor Mark (USAQHN) Benneti <Mark BennetlZ@usdoj.govs
o Jeffray PFBL Kasaouf ¢Jeﬁfey.KaSSGﬁf@ic ol gove, John (ISAGHM) Segei < John Segeli@usds) gove

Subject  Re: Viola - 3025 of lendgr, Rich aad Calo
 Dater Sun, Q8 Apr 2017 325601 0400
rark
this i3 what you sent
1 do not have g 302 for steve newcomb
thx
dan:

Danial J. Kazarns

Assistani Counly Frosecutor
Cuyzhega County, Ohio
1200 Ontario 5T. Sih Floor
216-443-7863
216-698-2270 (fax)

»>> "Bennetl, Mark (USADHN)" =Mark Benneti2 @usdoj.gov> 2/28/2012 525 PM »>>
Dan

’

thave not found the interview of Steve Newcomb from Argent, but you probably a2iréady bave that one. In
addition, please be zdvised thatwe have put &1l of our trial exhibits on @ disk and will sef0d that disk, along
with the Colley disk oot tomorrow. ‘

Thanks,
Mark

Mark 5. Bennett

Assistant United States Attorney
8 W. Superior Ave., Suite 400
Cleveland, Otae 44113
236.622.3878 {direct)

236.522 2403 {iax)
mark.benneti2 @usdoj.pov

1

hitpr//mail.aol.com/30032-11 1/aol-Glen-us/mail/DisplayMessage.aspn?ws_popup=true 21z
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FERERAL BUREAD OF INVESTIGATION

/008

Date of wanserpuon 02 /22 /2011

On rebruary 18, 2011, S5COTT NEWCOMRE, was telephonically

interviewed, by Forensic Accountant Ron Saunders, Special Agent

cefirey Kassoufl and Special Assistant United States Afforney Micah
zult, aiter being advised of the nature of the interview and the
identity of the interviewing persconnel, NEWCOMEER provided the
following information:

NEWCOMEBE worked at ARGENT MORTGAGE, and transferred over
to Citigroup Glchal ongs Argent wzs sold fo Citigroup. NEWCOMBE 1s
involved in ACC Capital as they wind down Argent .

Argent was a loan originator.

During the ysars 2005-2006 Argent processed a significant
rumber of lozns. ' -

Argent reguired the borrower provide a down payment
whick wag generally provided through a cashiers check.

Argent had a stated loan program. These loans were _
typically higher risk, so they carried a hicher interest rate on
the loan. In the stated incowme lozn pregram, the borrowser states
their income on the loan application, also known azs a 1003. Argent

required the borrower to sign a certification or letter as fo Lhcir
income.

.. Argent originated their lecans through mortgage brokers.
The mortgage brokers. were required to go through an approvai
process before Argent would accept any loans.
%
The loans were assigned to the underwriting department if
Lhe loan met the underwriting guidelines a conditional loan
approval with various terms was issued.

Final spproval on the lcan would bes issued after the loan
conditions were met.

Argent would send various loan documents to the fitle

company to be signed at closing. Once the title company closed the
loan and completed the documents, thev would send the completed

Investization on 02/18/2011 2t _ClEVElaﬂd . Oh

Files 3222-CV-71645

by

Tisis docomeni coniains neither secommendalions nor concluesiong of the FRL
foand e conlenls are ned i b dsiviteisd oeide your Lasnsy,

Dinle dictated

Sk Jerifrey P, Kassouf

g 1he mroperty of die FRI pnd s lomed 10 your ageney.
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FD.O302a (Rev 1 -6-95

IZBEIV-TI64S

Contneatoen of FDR302 o) SCOTT NEWCOMPR o 02/18 /2011  Puge 2”
documsnts Dack to Argent. Once this was done Argsnt would fund the
Cloan.

The accouni. executive, was the sales reprssentative in
Lhe field who dealt with the mortgage broksrs.

‘The account manager oversaw the underwriter and funding
Processets.

eXCeptions or conditions not met the zccount manager could override

Underwriting approved the loans, if there were any 3 ;
or walve =2 condition, if it made good business sense.

TL was important Lo underwriting to pull the horrower's
rt. The ¢redit score drove the loan process.

The borrower's income was important to assess the risk of
repaymant.

A debt to income ratio was calculated based upon the
income provided in the 1003.

Purchase loans reguired proof of the down payment.

The appraisal was required to be done by a disinterected
third party.

The appraiser dealt with the mortgage broker, who
submicted the appraisal report to Argent. Once recgived the
appraisal would be sent for a desk review. If any followup by the
desk review was needed they could call the appraiser.

The Account Manager and Underwriter placed heavy rvellance
that the 1003 was completed accurately and truthfully.

1f the borrower was self employved a third party letter
from a Certified Public Accountant was needed.

Argent required 5% of the down payment must be from the
borrowers own funds, regardless of the Loan to Value.

Gift funds had to come from an immediat
If 2 gift was provided a gift letter was reguired
funds were given truly as 3 gift and no repayment w

=
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FD-3022 (Rev 10693

329A-CV-771645

Continuation of FD-302 of SCOTT NEWCOMBLR ,On 02 f18/2011 Pape  _ 3

Argent did not accept thxd party down payments from 2
down payment provider.

Argent accepted scller second meortgages, also known as
seiller carry backs. The loan contract setating the terms and
copditions was reguired to he provided to Argent. If a sellecr
second was entered into Argent expecled this was a legitimate
transaction which would be repaid.

At one point Argent allowed only the buyer HUD Settlement
Statement, however, their policy switched to requiring both the
buyexr and seller side. Argent switched this policy when it was
digcovered unauthorized third party disbursements were DElng made
cn the loans.

Closing costs were based upon the purchase agreement.
The closing costs were capped at a certain percentage. Therefore
the seller could only provide a certain maximum percentage,

Any money going Lo the buyer would need Lo be disclosed
to Argent.

l',ill}‘?'
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BORRKOWER'S DISBURSEMENT AUTH TION
SETTLEMENT ACLOSEIG AGENT BORROWER{Z)
TITLE METWORK OF AMERICA LLE FATHRYN CLOVER
35401 EUCLID AVENUE SUE 215
WILLOUGHBY, OH 44094 .
PROPERTY ADDRESS _ SELLER(S)
3223 DELLWOOD ROAD, CLEVELAND HEKSHTS,
o 44148
CLOSING DATE _ 96/302005 |[FUNDING DATE  06/302005 | LEGAL DESCRIPTION
- ' LEGAL DESCRIPTION ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A
LOANNIIMBER (082568999 - 9705 Ry
LOAN FURPOSE Forchage

FROM: Argent Morigage Company, LLC -

FUNDTG CONTACT:
INSTR

DCTIONS TO SETTLEMENT/ET OSING AGENT:
BELOW IS A LIST OF ATL SEJTLEWENT CHARGEE AND DISBURSENENTS APPLICABLE TO THIS LOAN, YOU MUST USE
THESE FIGURES TQ FREPARE YOUR SETTLEMENT STATEMENT, YOU CAMNNOT DEVIATE FROM THESE FIGURES ‘
WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION FRODS Penise Obrock. ANY AMOUNTS MAREED WITH AN ™ * " ARE
PREPA FRTANCE CHARGES ANTY CANNOT BE INCREASED OR ADDED ONCE LOAN DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN
FREPARED TRILESS NEW LOAN DOCUMENTS ARE GENERATED.

Diviaim 03 -Reg 05 Bales  PHONE ND. (BO0E659-5117° FAX

Sefflement Cha LOAN AMOUNT: 5 16150800
: Patd Gmisideof| Pulddy | Pohily | Paldby | Tota Amannt
Item Payable Pay io Ching T3 | Forrewer | Lender Seller Faud
{acterwriting Fasto Lander Argent Morigige Copomy, LLO 30,00 555800). .00 $000 $530.00 =
Totere=t § daye @ %6.06 Argent Morigege Compry, LLG 50.00 sasesi  B00F  so00]  s36me o
Origination Fee to Broker  2477% Central National Mortgzge W) 3048 $4.000356 50,00 20007 400036 *
Appsvisal Fea HIDAK, APPRAIEAL ) 0.0 $350.00 £0.60 $0.00 $330.00
Tax Redxted Serviee Feo Argent Morgsge Company, LLLC F0.00 £70.00 2060 000 57000 *
Flood Sexrch Fee Argent Martgage Cerupany, ELC 0} $5.00 .00 5000 500 =
Hiced Inpurance Premiom INSURANCE OFFICE OF W $0.00 §860.50 ¥0.00 $0.00 580,50
Clesing/Frermote CleselTrip FAMILY TITLE SERVICES INC (W) 5008 $450.00 $8.00 S008)  S50.00 Y
Title Inv/Endorsements/Survey FAMILY TTILE SERVICES INC (W) 50.00 $576.25 §0.00 hutAn ] $576.25
PRevoniingRacording PAMILY TITLE SERVICES INC (W) $0.00 £200.00 $0.00 0000 S200.00
Covrier/Wire/B-Mail Fee TAMILY TITLE SERVICES INC [W) ¥0.02 $115.04G iD.QO 50.60 S115.60 -
TOTAL CHARGES $7HITHT
ESCROW ACCOUNTS
Annnai Amzoant Monthly Amoot | Nomber of Mouths | Tetel Charpe
FTAXES $o00 000 -q See
[HAZARD INGURANGE $000 000 o 00
FLOOD THEURANCE Fox - K & R
THELRANCE. o0 2000 Iy FrrT
IMSLIRANCE 200 o0 o 000
IMITIAL DEFOSTT 5000
1of2
BORRDISE (i)

FToz456
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BORROWER'S DISEURSEMENT AUTHORIZATION

Additions] Disharsements ko Others
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o Fayable

Avcount Nomber

i_ Batance

Toizl Amonot Paid

A

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

1571717

Borrower Diaza Eomwer Date
i /// b
mﬂé@mmmvs Date
Iuf2

BOARDIEART (D604}
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